PARALLEL SESSION ID
Nightlife intelligence

Smells like teen spirit: nightlife and (mis)use of drugs among youth in the
coastal area of Slovenia

Mateja Sedmak and Ana Kralj
University of Primorska, Slovenia

In 2004, Science and Research Centre of Koper operating within the University of
Primorska carried out a research study ‘Youth and (Mis)use of Drugs’. The project was
financed by all three municipalities of the Slovenian coastal area — Municipality of Koper,
Municipality of I1zola and Municipality of Piran. The survey was carried out among 12 high
schools and |8 primary schools; the sample included youth population aged |3 and 17 (N
= 548). In this paper some of the findings of the research study will be presented. The
focal points will be:

e youth and night life (how often do they go out, when are they supposed to
come home during weekdays/during weekends);

e attitudes toward (il)legal drugs;

e rates of (il)legal drug use among youth;

e reasons for the use of (il)legal drugs;

e possible interconnections between night life and risk-taking behaviour.

The presentation will include the analysis of significant differences in answering regarding
demographic variables (sex, age, place of living), and differences concerning some
important socio-demographic variables (such as family status, education of parents,
school success and degree of personal happiness, as well as family happiness).






= The respondents were answering to the questionnaire individually;
the completed guestionnaires were afterwards discarded in a box,
therefore the anonimity of the respondents was assured.

= in leisure time activities and risk behaviour;

differences in answering regarding demographic
variables (sex, age, place of living), and differences
concerning some important socio-demographic variables
(such as family status, education of parents, school
success and degree of personal happiness, as well as
family happiness)




LRVGULERaNG the NIght Iif (h‘(;w often do they go
NEWhEN! are they supposed to come home
sBigngiweekdays/during weekends);
Matutndes toward (il)legal drugs;

——

= 7'rates of (il)legal drug use among youth;

= " self-defined reasons for the use of (il)legal
drugs;
possible interconnections between night life and
risk-taking behaviour.

Pliesentation| of the sampleis

Tiable IAREspondeEntsi by ade

B 13 years (7th grade of PS)
D17 years (3rd year of HS)




Tiables2aRespondentist bysgeneEs

47,8%
W Male
O Female

QEBIESESHETE O youth VisiuiENighit clubs and dISEorclubs by night

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS




N IR hieniare yvou supposed, to come home durinepVeeRasyss

O sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

e EEA W heniare you supposed to come home dunineVEerendse

O sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS




diable 6: Have yourevertied alcoholic beverages?
(In %)

B hle 7: How often have you been drunk

O sum
O 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS




Table 8:

Do) you smoke?
(in1 %)

Osum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

Miabler Ok Have ol ever tried anyror the fiollowing ditigse:

h
0 20

No answer
Medications
Gases
Hashish
Inhalant

= Heroin

—

Magic mushrooms

Cocaine
Speed
LSD
Ecstasy

Marihuana

O 3rd year of HS
O 7th grade of PS
8 sum

40 60




RESSOnSHGRINENSE CREUIES:

Table 10: Curiosity (in %)

45,2
43

Osum
O 7th grade of PS
0O 3rd year of HS

Table 11: Yearning to experience something special
(in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS




Table 12: 1t makes you forget all the problems (in %)

37,9 37,7

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

Table 13: Relaxation (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS




Table 14: Boredom (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
0O 3rd year of HS

Table 15: weight loss (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

10



Table 16: To impress my friends (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
0O 3rd year of HS

Table 17: Sadness (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

21,1
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Table 18: Problems at school (in %)

@sum
@ 7th grade of PS
0O 3rd year of HS

Table 19: Provoking adults (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS
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Table 20: To have even more fun (in %)

@ sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

SIS BIVAmany. persons Whos use marihuanasceR/eiNnoE
((in1%)

O sum
O 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS
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B ERZakoVVamany PErSONs Who) USE ectiasy/.dogeuMmoWz.
(In%)

O sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

BV, many: persons Who) Use LSD, doyeuNaione?:
(in1%)

O sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

1,97 12,8 2207 3,6
— [ ]
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eI ERZZE S oy many. Persons Who, USe speed. dog/eNaion?
(i %)

O sum
O 7th grade of PS
0O 3rd year of HS

Bls] NSl OVVAmany, PErSONS Who USE cocalne dopeuMmonw?.
((in1%)

O sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS
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eI ERZGS OVAmany. Persons Who Use heroiin dopeiNiiewE
(inCh)

O sum
@ 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

EIs]ERaah Byamany: persons Whoiuse hashish dop/eiNen?:
(in1%)

O sum
O 7th grade of PS
O 3rd year of HS

16



-~ —

YOIRENPECPIerwho regularyavisit night clubs andlhave

fIoke) drink alcoholic beverages and consume
BeelsuStances.

s==—are;drunk almost every time they go out with their

firiends.

31,6 % of all respondents who report no restrictions on
when to.come home during weekdays/ends declare
(that) they smoke. Less restrictions they have more
likely it is they would smoke.

WEIMEEOre midnight have ever tried ectasy, magic

BTilshrooms, speed, LSD, cocaine or heroin.

.

“Slibstances which are not declared illegal (medications,
inhalants) and are easily attainable are more likely to be
(ab)used by younger respondents (7th graders).
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\ -
OHENOI thE TheStmportant factors influencing sk
SEWEVIBIIRISIthe perception of personal iz pPInESsHmes
and family happiness Young| people Who declare they
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